
3.17.09: Lieutenant Governor John Garamendi Joins Working Families to Rally Support for Employee Free Choice Act

Employee Free Choice Act Pending in Congress would Remove Barriers to Local
Workers Forming a Union
  

  

SACRAMENTO - Lieutenant Governor John Garamendi, chair of the Commission for Economic
Development and a former State Insurance Commissioner, joined hundreds of working families
and labor activists at a State Capitol rally today backing the Employee Free Choice Act.

  

“It is time for a change, because the working men and women of America and the working men
and women of California have taken the short end of the paycheck for too long,” Garamendi
said. “In 1965, the CEOs had a ratio of 24:1 on their paycheck. What happened in the ensuing
years? In 1980, it went to $42 for the CEO and $1 for working men and women. In 2006, what
happened? It went to $364 for every dollar you earn.”

EFCA, now pending in Congress, would modernize federal labor laws, removing barriers that
prevent local workers from organizing employees. Under present law, when labor organizers
gather the support of 30 percent of the workforce via a majority sign-up process (also known as
a “card check”), employers have the ability to call for a secret election instead of allowing the
card check process to continue. EFCA does not preclude secret elections but instead puts the
power to call secret elections in the hands of workers and not employers.

  

In addition, EFCA would:    
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  Stiffen penalties for employers that violate labor laws during the formation of a union in theworkplace; Prevent union organizers from being fired simply for organizing coworkers; and Guarantee newly formed unions the ability to bargain for a contract by removing current lawsthat incentivize employer delay. “Enough already. It’s time to bring equity and fairness back to America, and the Employee FreeChoice Act is the way to do it,” Garamendi added. “It’s time for all of us here in California to callupon Congress to get it done; send it to President Obama; and let’s move America forward.”  Approximately 60 million non-unionized Americans say they would join a union if they could.  
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